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Human children sometimes create imaginary play-
mates. Together with other forms of pretense, imaginary 
social play is considered to be an essential part of human 
cognitive development. For example, it is argued that im-
aginary playmate fantasy occurs frequently among human 
children and it facilitates social development by making 
possible the practice of play frame negotiation1. Some 
authors restrict imaginary social play to Homo sapiens, 
emphasizing that the complex interactions that charac-
terize the play with an imaginary companion constitute 
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